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March 25, 2008

Chairman Ross Johnson

Fair Political Practices Commission
428 J St., #0620

Sacramento, CA 95814

Fax:  916/322-6440

RE: March 13, 290_8__ Agenda Ttem #9
Permanent Adoption of Emergency Regulation 18413

Dear Chairman Johnson:.

I write on behalf of Legal Services for Prisoners. thh Children regarding the permanent
adoption of Emergency Regulation 18413 : :

Legal Services for Pnsoners with Chlldren 1S & non-profit legal services: ad*vocacy
organization based in San Francisco. We advocate for the humarn rlg__:_s_-.and
empowerment of incarcerated parents, children nenibers and people at risk for
incarceration. We respond to requests’ for information;: inings, technical dssistance;
litigation, community activism and the developt of more advocates. Qur focus'is.on
women prisoners and their families, an e that issues of race ate central to
any discussion ofincarcer'atio_gj_ L '

As you may be aware, because.ii ‘
city charter amendments, bond measure
electorate involve the passage of law rathe
is therefore permissible lobbying actnvnty

have hlstorlcally played an 1mp0rtam: 10

organizations, our agency organ‘iz :
in effect, be subject to more burde :
counterparts when engaging-in the same type of ballot activity. In our view, this resultis
cotitrary to the court’s decisionin € alifornia Pro-L zf Council, Inc. v. Randolph, which
did not distinguish 501(c)(3) organizations in its opinion. Surely: thie FPPC would not
intentionally discriminate against 501{c)(3) public charities! :

ents than o our 5-01@)(4)
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I'understand that this issue has been previously raised at several of your agency meetings but that chan ocs
were not made to allow the regulation’s application to 501(¢c)(3) organizations. I urge you to reconsider this
issue and allow the altemnative reporting to be available to these organizations. I also ask that this letter be

submitted into the public record,

Sincerely,

Karen Shain
Co-Director




